Student Name ________________________


ARE 308

Art Education Practicum

What is a practicum?  
Practicum means a course of study designed especially for the preparation of teachers and clinicians that involve the observation of previously studied theory.  

As a student in ARE coursework, you will be exposed to a variety of ideas including, but not limited to:

· Growth and development theories, 

· Ways of knowing (how human beings learn)

· Strategies and concepts for teaching in elementary and secondary classrooms,

· Assessment, 

· Classroom management, and

· Professional development.

During your practicum you will watch master teachers in classrooms. The practicum is a very important part of your program. It is recommended that you visit art teachers and classroom teachers if possible. Observing classroom management techniques from a variety of points of view can be highly beneficial to your future as an educator. 

For a portion of your practicum hours not to exceed 15 hours, you may attend the Arizona Art Education Association conference or the National Art Education Association conference. 

If you are not enrolled in ARE 432 Children’s Art Workshop, you may assist with this program during the Saturday Studio for up to eight practicum hours. Practicum hours in this course will not take the place of enrolling in ARE 432. 

You may also choose to attend professional development programs or outreach programs where instruction in art is the focus. Please seek approval from the instructor prior to choosing any of these options.   

Requirements

You are required to observe a minimum of 45 total clock hours.  

· 15 hours in elementary school,

· 15 hours in intermediate (middle or junior high school), and

· 15 hours in secondary (high school).

Or

· 10 or more hours in elementary, 

· 10 or more hours in intermediate (middle or junior high school),

· 10 or more hours in secondary (high school), and

· Up to 15 hours in professional development or outreach programs that are focused upon art instruction.

Each visit must be documented with 

· Date, 

· Time, 

· School name (or professional development/outreach title), 

· Teacher or presenter name, and 

· Teacher or presenter’s signature.

In addition, you must keep a written journal of your visits. Document each class that you visit and what you observe. These statements do not need to be effusive. Remember, this is a log of your visits and is a document that you can use for personal reference as you develop your skills as an educator.

You may observe all 45 hours in one semester or spread the observations over several semesters, but all hours MUST be completed during the semester in which you are enrolled for a grade. 

No grades of incomplete will be assigned. Your signed observation sheets and a copy of your journal are required to be turned in on the final class day of ARE 421 unless other arrangements are made in advance with the instructor.  

Responsibilities

· It is your responsibility to arrange visits with teachers. You will need to call teachers in advance and arrange a time that is convenient for the visit. Ask the teacher how long you may stay. Once the visit is set, arrive on time and stay the amount of time that has been agreed upon. Make sure that the teacher signs your record of observation sheet before you leave campus.
· If you are unable to observe a scheduled class, call the school and leave a message for the teacher. 

· When you arrive at a campus, report to the office. Introduce yourself, state why you are on campus, and whose classroom you will be observing. In most instances you will be given a visitor’s badge and be asked to sign a register. Inquire if you need to return the badge and sign out when you leave.

· You are representing NAU, the School of Art and the teaching profession. Please dress appropriately when visiting classrooms. If you have a question about appropriate attire, when you call for an appointment to observe a teacher, ask about any dress code that the campus might have.  

· Remember, you are a guest in the teacher’s classroom. Be polite and observe all rules.  

Recommendation

It is recommended that you make a copy of your signed log after every classroom visit. Keep your original and copies in different places in case one is misplaced or destroyed. The instructor will be keeping a file of each ARE student. You are welcome to use that file as a place for your copies.

Journals may be kept on disk or hand written at the student’s discretion. Please use Word if using electronic storage.
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