Hints and Tips for Successful Student Teaching:

The Cooperating Teacher

By Pam Stephens

Student teaching is a time of excitement and cheerful anticipation for most teacher candidates. After years of study, writing lesson plans, and observing teachers in the field, the time has finally arrived for practical application of newly learned skills. It is time to be the teacher in charge. Now what? 

Your mentor for student teaching is known as the cooperating teacher. Unlike the university supervisor who will observe your teaching a limited number of times, the cooperating teacher is with you everyday. Meeting with the cooperating teacher and getting to know her prior to the first day of student teaching is key to launching a successful field experience. 

Use common courtesy. Call in advance and find a convenient time for a visit with the cooperating teacher. Meeting during a planning period when students are not in the classroom and then staying for one class is beneficial if time allows. If this is not possible, try to meet before or after school. 

Be prepared for your visit. Teachers are busy people. Before the visit, jot your questions in a notebook so that you don’t forget anything important. Ask about mundane day-to-day details as well as more important instructional and disciplinary issues. For example, 

· Is there a dress code for teachers? 

· What is the class schedule? 

· Where is the teacher parking lot?

· Do you need a parking permit?

· Where are the student restrooms? 

· Where is the faculty restroom?

· When should you be in the classroom each day?

· Is lunch a brown-bag situation? 

· What is the code of conduct for the campus? 

· What extra curricular activities do teachers sponsor?

· When are faculty meetings?

· How much planning time is available each day? 

· When will you be expected to take over a class? 

· May you use your own lessons? 

· Does the cooperating teacher require written lesson plans?

· What materials, art resources, and technology are available?

· How will the cooperating teacher evaluate and report your progress?

If you are able to observe a class, take notes about classroom management. 

· What happens during the first minutes when students enter the room?

· What is the acceptable noise level?

· How are materials distributed?

· How is student work stored? 

· How are problems handled?

· How is the room arranged?

· How is artwork displayed?

There will be many more questions and ideas that arise during the student teaching experience. Take advantage of the safety net provided by your cooperating teacher and continue to ask for feedback on your performance throughout the weeks that you are assigned to the campus. 

