Hints and Tips for Successful Student Teaching:

Classroom Discipline

By Pam Stephens

Probably the biggest fear student teachers face is how they will deal with classroom discipline. Most fret over how to work with disruptive students and how to keep classes under control. While every art class will have its own set of rules and there is no one-size-fits-all formula for dealing with discipline issues, there are a few guidelines that help when resolving discipline problems.

Some key points to keep in mind when dealing with classroom disruptions are:

· Remain calm, be in control, and use a conversational tone of voice;

· Never offer opportunities for argument by asking questions that could prompt inappropriate answers;

· Set limits and explain choices in clear, positive language;

· Be reasonable, consistent, and positive;

· Remind, reinforce, and redirect;

· Follow through with realistic and enforceable consequences; and

· Have a few phrases in your bag of tricks that can give you the edge in difficult situations.

Some Scenarios

Consider that you are introducing a clay lesson to fifth graders. The entire class is excited to start and this excitement is shown by the way they enter the classroom. Everyone is talking and they begin to play with the tools that have been arranged on tables. Using the suggested guidelines, two appropriate responses would be:

1. “As soon as everyone shows me that they are ready to listen, we will be able to begin making clay whistles.” (Calm, in control, no room to argue, positive)

2. “Tell me about the rules for entering the classroom. (Remind) Why are these rules important? (Reinforce) Can you follow these rules and show me that you are ready to begin the lesson?” (Redirect)

Consider now that one child is disrespectful and uses an inappropriate tone of voice. To diffuse this sort of problem, remain unruffled and say something along the lines of “When you are ready to talk in a calm voice, I am ready to listen.” If the problem persists or you are tempted to say something reactionary, it is better to simply say, “I need to think about this for a moment” and quickly walk away. 

Of course, this is not a wise solution if the child poses a threat to others around him. In that situation it is a good choice to send another student to the office or to a nearby classroom to seek adult assistance.

Planning your Response


One way to feel at ease with disciplining students is to be proactive.  Plan for potential classroom situations and write down some thoughtful responses. What would you respond to a student who:

1. Yells across the room?

2. Uses profanity?

3. Destroys art room property?

4. Turns in sloppy work?

5. Is defiant? 

6. Pushes another student?

7. Asks each day to leave class?

8. Disregards the code of conduct for the campus?

9. Works below ability level?

10.  Cries with little or no provocation?

