Checklist for Expository Essay

Paragraph I (Introduction):

Tell ‘em what you are going to tell ‘em.

1. Is the thesis statement clear?                  Underline the thesis statement.

2. Is a statement made or a question posed that will be explored in the body of the paper?

3. Are the points that will be used for support of the thesis mentioned in the introduction? Number the points of proof that will be mentioned in the body of the paper.

Body of Essay (Points of Support)

Tell ‘em.

1. Does each paragraph clearly state a point of proof that has been referenced in the introduction?

2. Does each paragraph offer three or more sentences that support or explain the point?

3. Does each paragraph stick to the topic?

4. Is there a bridge between one paragraph and the next so that ideas flow smoothly between them?

Conclusion

Tell ‘em what you told ‘em.

1. Are any new ideas mentioned in the conclusion?

2. Is the conclusion a good summation of the entire essay?

General Grammar

1. Are titles in italics?

2. When the title is mentioned in a sentence, it is usually preceded and followed by commas. 

EX: Richard Haas’ mural, The Chisholm Trail Cattledrive, is located in Fort Worth, Texas.

3. Do any sentences end with a preposition? 

4. Do verbs agree with subjects? 

EX: Three works of art are on the wall.  

EX: One of the three works of art is professionally framed.

5. Are there any misplaced adverbs?  

6. A series uses a comma before the final word in the series.

EX: Postmodern art dictates that pluralism, appropriation, and inclusion are important factors to consider when defining art.

6. Is an active voice used? Circle all to be verbs such as is, are, be, was, were, has, and been. Now changed the majority of these inactive verbs to active.

EX: Due to the thick paint on David Bates’ painting, The Night Heron, the museum found it necessary to take it off of exhibition and to put it away because it was in danger of being harmed.

BETTER: The museum removed The Night Heron from exhibition when a curator discovered that the thick paint placed the work in danger. 

7. Have words such as “really” and “very” been used? Cut them.

8. Have pronouns been used in a confusing way? Use nouns when possible.

EX: Her photograph was assumed to be controversial because she has nude characters in it. 

CORRECTED: Renee Cox’s photograph, Yo Mama’s Last Supper, presents traditional and recognizable subject matter in a controversial manner.

The Best Rules of All

· Readers want to see what they read. Give a clear picture through written communication. 

· Avoid pretension. Pretension always comes across as affected. 

· Don’t hedge. Get to the point.

· Use an economy of words without sacrificing understanding.

