Hints for Writing the Research Paper

1. Chose a topic that is narrow enough in scope as to not be overwhelming for a paper of this length. For example, you might have an interest in murals. Murals, however, is a broad topic. Narrow the topic to a manageable size. Murals of the United States is a little better, but still too broad. Murals of Miami is much better, but still expansive. The Fontainebleau Hotel Mural would narrow the scope to a more manageable range.

2. Decide if your paper will be fundamentally descriptive, expository, or argumentative.  

· The descriptive research paper remains neutral. It is impartial and simply describes the topic.

· The expository research paper supports the writer’s idea about a topic.

· The argumentative research paper is biased towards one side of an argument and promotes a certain solution.

3. Develop one research question. A research question is not a thesis. You cannot prove a question. For example:

· Descriptive Question: What is the history of the Fontainebleau Hotel Mural?

· Expository Question: Why is Fontainebleau Hotel Mural at the center of debate?

· Argumentative Question: Who is responsible for the preservation of the Fontainebleau Hotel Mural?

4. Develop a thesis. A thesis is your research question in statement form. The thesis states the point that you want to make about your topic. You will try to prove the thesis. For example:

· Descriptive Thesis: The owners of the Fontainebleau Hotel and the Miami art community are at odds about a planned remodeling.

· Expository Example: Remodeling the Fontainebleau Hotel will result in a loss to the art scene in Miami.

· Argumentative Thesis: The owners of the Fontainebleau Hotel should forego remodeling of the building. 

5. Develop one proof question. This is the thesis in question form.

· Descriptive Proof Question: Why are the owners of the Fontainebleau Hotel and the Miami art community at odds over proposed remodeling?

· Expository Proof Question: How will remodeling of the Fontainebleau Hotel affect the art community of Miami?

· Argumentative Proof Question: Why should the owners of the Fontainebleau Hotel forego remodeling?

6. Develop two or more points of proof. Points of proof answer your proof question and support your thesis.

A Suggested Descriptive or Expository Essay Outline

I. Introductory paragraph(s)


A. Identify topic


B. State the thesis


C. Mention the points of proof 

II. Body (Points of Proof; one paragraph per point)

A. Point 1 – Three or more sentences


B. Point 2 – Three or more sentences

C. Point 3 – Three or more sentences

D. Point 4 – Three or more sentences

III. Conclusion


Summarize without adding any new information.

A Suggested Argumentative Essay Outline

I. Introductory Paragraph(s)


A. Identify topic


B. State counter thesis (what the other side thinks)



1. Point 1



2. Point 2


C. State thesis (what you think)



1. Point 1



2. Point 2

II. Body (Developed refutations and constructive arguments)


A. Refutation 1


B. Refutation 2


C. Constructive Argument 1


D. Constructive Argument 2

III. Conclusion


Summarize without adding any new material.

