Indicators of Good Essential Questions

Begin by writing one essential question that reiterates the enduring idea. For example,

How does The Sources of Country Music recall the past and anticipate the future?
State your essential question here. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Use this checklist to determine if the question passes muster.

	
	Yes
	No

	1. It has multiple answers and some are not obvious.
	
	

	2. It raises other important questions.
	
	

	3. It addresses a philosophical or conceptual foundation of art.
	
	

	4. It is about a concept rather than a skill.
	
	

	5. It is a question that might occur naturally in adult conversation.
	
	

	6. It provokes and sustains interest.
	
	


Your question passes muster if you checked Yes at least 5 times. Re-work your question if you checked No more than once.

