Thesis Brainstorming
Writing a thesis statement is not as difficult as you might think. A good thesis will 

· Include one main idea or topic.

· Narrow the scope.

· Take a stand.

· Be specific.

· Justify discussion.

Try this prompt to help you write a sound thesis:

1)
What is your topic? __________________________________________________

Example: Ives Klein and his artwork
2)
Narrow the scope of the topic.
__________________________________________________________________


Example: Appreciating the artwork of Ives Klein

3)
Take a stand about the topic. ___________________________________________


Example: More attention should be given to the artwork of Ives Klein.
4)
Be specific. The example in #3 is vague. What is more attention? What artwork?


____________________________________________________________________

Example: Many art historians report that few people recognize the value of the fire 
paintings of Ives Klein. 

5)
Make an assertion that will justify discussion and can be supported through research. 
Note that the example in #4 simply states a fact. Take the specific statement one step 
further to write a thesis. _________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________


____________________________________________________________________


Example: Because the fire paintings of Ives Klein were a turning point in 
performance art of the twentieth century, the artist should receive more 
recognition for his contributions to the genre.
Note how the thesis answers the question, “Why should the fire paintings of Ives Klein receive more recognition?”
Other example of art thesis statements

1)
The aspects of Schiele's art that precluded its popularity during much of his lifetime--ugly distortion in place of accepted notions of beauty, unveiled eroticism, and personal angst--are those for which it is considered most compelling today.
2)
While both Picasso and Matisse often were at personal and professional odds, each worked in modernist style; Picasso endorsing pure abstraction, Matisse defending surface decoration. 

3)
Through contrasting themes of nature and humanity, the thunderstorm paintings of Martin Johnson Heade symbolically record the concerns of many Northerners prior to, during, and after the American Civil War.
