What is a Rationale?

A rationale:

· Is an articulation of the fundamental reasons for the instructional unit of study. 

· Should explore the fundamental reasons or principles that a subject (for example, an artist, a style of art, or a work of art) is being studied.

· Should not be personal (e.g., Gustav Klimt is my favorite artist and a reproduction of his famous painting, The Kiss, is on my bedroom wall.)

· Should be well thought out. 
· Avoid specialized technical jargon.
· Should be specific and thorough.
· Should be written so that it is readily understood by readers.
Checklist For Writing A Substantial Rationale

	
	Yes
	No

	A brief summary of the subject
	
	

	Purpose of the instructional unit of study 
	
	

	A discussion of the educational importance of the subject
	
	

	Mention of the intended audience
	
	

	No jargon
	
	

	Easy to read (logical order)
	
	

	Bibliographic citations
	
	


Planning

1. For what grade level is the unit of study most appropriate?

2. What measurable objectives does this subject lend itself?

3. How can you teach through the subject to meet the objectives in a meaningful way?

4. What art ideas can be broached with the subject?

5. What logical cross-curricular subjects mesh with this subject?

6. Assuming that all objectives are met in a satisfactory way, how will students be better learners because of this?

