Writing Hints (Research Paper)

Introduction: Tell ‘em what you’re going to tell ‘em

Include in the introduction an evocative statement that hooks the reader. State your thesis and then outline the points you will make to prove the thesis. The introduction should be about 2-3 paragraphs or no more than 1 – 1 ½ pages.

Body of the Paper: Tell ‘em 

Each paragraph should be a point of proof that is outlined in the introduction. You may expand to have more than one paragraph per proof if needed. 

Conclusion: Tell ‘em what you told ‘em

Sum the paper in new words. 

HINT

If you have trouble organizing your thoughts, begin your paper with headings and write each part to fit each heading. For example, you could begin like this:

Introduction: From Art of the Streets into Upscale Soho Galleries

Use this paragraph to introduce graffiti art, Jean-Michel Basquiat, and the points of proof.
Iconography

Write about how Basquait’s iconography is similar to that found on walls in New York City.

Formal Strengths of Color and Composition 

Write about Basquait’s well-refined use of color and composition to create startling visual imagery.

Emotional Depth

Discuss how Basquiat’s graffiti took on an originality that lifted it from mundane to collectible.
Conclusion

Recap the research question.
