Writing the Research Paper Outline

1. Topic: For example,

· An artist such as Jean-Michel Basquait
· Work(s) of art such as Flexible (1984) and In Italian (1983) 

· A style such as Graffiti 

· A period such as Postmodern

2. Pose a research question that interests you or will inform your own art making. A valid research question must be researchable (i.e., you must be able to find ample material to support your thesis), and it must be narrow in scope.
Example of a good research question:
Are Flexible (1984) and In Italian (1983) by Jean-Michel Basquait good representations of art derived from the streets?

3. Write a research thesis. This is nothing more than the research question written in a statement format. 

Example:
Flexible (1984) and In Italian (1983) by Jean-Michel Basquait are good representations of art derived from the streets.

4. Ask yourself

· How?

· What?

· Who?

For example, How are Flexible (1984) and In Italian (1983) by Jean-Michel Basquait good representations of art derived from the streets?

5. Write three or more points of proof to support your response. For example:

Proof One: Iconography of the pieces reflective of art of the streets

Proof Two: Formal strengths of color and composition

Proof Three: Emotional depth

6. Sum up the entire paper without repeating anything you’ve already said. Sometime it is good to close with a question that leads the reader to want to find out more.
